Freight Rates
ingly bad policy to enhance rates even before the advantages
accruing therefrom have filtered down to the producers
and manufacturers.
Before we conclude this section, we must make a
reference to transport of tobacco by road. Tobacco is a
commodity that is easily packed and light in comparison
to its bulk. As such, it lends itself to transhipment by
road motor vehicles. The advantages arising out of quick
transport, easy handling and loading, and guarantee
against loss from pilfering, make them an excellent means
of conveyance. With the increase in the competition that
motor lorries offer, the railways have a hard task to
perform. The Marketing Report points out that such
competition is keenest in the Nipani area of the Bombay
Presidency. The Report ascribes it mostly to geographical
location, since Nipani is not a railway station. This place
is well connected with Kolhapur, Chikkodi and other places
by good motorable roads, and the charge for carrying
60 to 80 bags of tobacco from Nipani to Bijapur comes
to about Rs. 32 to 40 per trip. The Report says that the
charge for carrying a bag of tobacco from Nipani to
Dharwar, a distance of 97 miles, comes to only ten annas
which is much cheaper than railway transport. In the
Trichinopoly district of this Presidency, there has been
considerable diversion of trafgc to the road, so much so
the Madras Chamber of Commerce appealed to the South
Indian Railway authorities to effect a "reduction in rates.
The Railway refused to accede to their demand, and their
reply is worth quoting:
" The question of adjusting the railway freight rates in
competition with lorry traffic from Madras to Triehinopoly
has received my constant consideration. Lorry competi-
tion is not confined between Madras and Triehy only.
It is spread all over the area served by this Railway.
Any adjustment of railway freight rates between two
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